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Which students can | teach?
(Student Requirements)

- Recommend ages ~ 10 yrs and up
(ability to physically play chords and reach pedal)

* Note-reading ability: none! It’s all OFF-STAFF

- Minimal rhythmic reading (easily taught)

- Can identify the keys on the piano/keyboard
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What Is Comping?

Comping is playing chords using different comp rhythms.
Think of comping as the piano version of strumming a guitar!

The chord is played with the right hand (RH), and the left hand (LH)
plays a single low note (the same letter name as the chord).

Play chords with RH fingers 1, 3, and 5. (Thumb, middle finger, pinky.) 1 2 3

4
COMP RHYTHM: 5
‘%,“,?gr

T = HANDS TOGETHER /R =RH /L =LH

- First, tap the comp rhythm (using both hands) on the closed keyboard lid.
Repeat several times without stopping.

- Next, play a C chord in your RH, and a lower C with your LH pointer finger.

- Add the comp rhythm and repeat as many times as you can without stopping.
Don't stop at the end of beat 4; keep going smoothly!

C C |E| |G
LH = C NOTE RH = C CHORD
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T R L
1. J .
RH Chords
C=CEQG
[} TAP rhythm several times _
D BLOCK RH chords with LH single low note F - F A C
] PLAY with rhythm G=GBD
Auld Lang Syne
C G
AV AV YAV AVE e
(Should old ac - quain - tance be for - got and
C F
S LSS NS S s S N SSsS s Sss
nev - er brought to mind? Should
C G
////|////]////\////\
old - quain - tance for - got and the
F e
S S S SN s | ° |
days of auld lang syne?

Play the chord
hands together and
hold for four beats.
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WHITE-KEY MAJCR TRIADS

[

All White Keys

C, F, and G major triads
have all white keys. On
the keyboard, each chord
forms a straight line.

C Major

Cc

E

F Major

LA

G Major

LLLN

Play these all-white-key triads with your right hand.

Black Key in
the Middle

D, E, and A major triads
have a black key in the
middle. On the keyboard,
each chord forms a
triangle shape.

D Major

et bl

E Major

A Major

Play these trlangle-shaped triads.

_
/
B Major is the B Major
Oddball! ]
B major has 2 black keys. /
Play this triad. B
A\
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WHITE-KEY MAJCR TRIADS

1. Play all of the white-key major triads
in a row with your right hand.

CDEFGAIBZUZC

Now go back down! (C, B, A, G, etc.)

2. Repeat the exercise, adding a low root note
in your left hand (or octave if you can reach it).

4 )
Major Triad

Cheat Sheet
C=CEG
D=DFtA
E=-EG:B
F=FAC
G=GBD
A=ACtE
B = B D# Fj

3. Play the following major triads with your right hand.
Use the Major Triad Cheat Sheet if you need help.

D FACEGHEB

D GCFBE A

© Copyright 2024 by Carol Matz
All Rights Reserved




Lesson 3, page 5

PLAYING Teach =g
EXERCﬂSEs ACCOMPANMENT | LESSON 3

FREE from carolmatzpiano.com

COMP RHYTHM:
T RLT RL

from “Born This Way” (Lady Gaga)

G F C G
A s s s\ s\ s

COMP RHYTHM:
L RR

1o 2t .P ;
from “The Lion Sleeps Tonight”

D G D A
| AV A AV VAR VAV AV A
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WHITE-KEY MINCR TRIADS

fﬂ

Black Key in
the Middle

Cm, Fm, and Gm triads
have a black key in the
middle. On the keyboard,
each chord forms a
triangle shape.

C Minor F Minor G Minor

Slkdbddbali

Play these trlangle-shaped triads. (Use either hand.) )

All White Keys

Dm, Em, and Am triads
have all white keys. On
the keyboard, each chord
forms a straight line.

D Minor E Minor A Minor

LA LA LAL

Play these all-white-key triads. )

B Minor is the
Oddball!

Bm has 1 black key on
the right. Play this triad.

B Minor

LIELLIZ
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WHITE-KEY MINCR TRIADS

1. Play all of the white-key minor triads
in a row with your right hand.

Cm Dm Em Fm Gm Am Bm Cm

Now go back down! (Cm, Bm, Am, Gm, etc.)

2. Repeat the exercise, adding a low root note
in your left hand (or octave if you can reach it).

Minor Triad
Cheat Sheet

Cm=CEhG
Dm=DFA
Em=EGB

Fm=FAbC

Gm=GBbD
Am=ACE

Bm =B D F#

3. Play the following minor triads with your right hand.
Use the Minor Triad Cheat Sheet if you need help.

Dm Fm AmM Cm Em Gm Bm

Dm Gm Cm Fm Bm Em Am
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COMP RHYTHM:
T R L

1d ).

from “Wrecking Ball” (Miley Cyrus)
C G Am F

A7 777\ s\ s

COMP RHYTHM:
T RL T RL

1) JJJ J]

from “Kill Bill" (SZA)

Dm G C A
| AV A AV ARV A AV aVe

COMP RHYTHM'
T RL

ZJJTJTJ

from “Firework” (Katy Perry)
D Em Bm G
A7 s 77\ s s\ s
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TEACHER

COMP RHYTHM:
T RLT RL

1) JJJ J]

from “Save Your Tears" (The Weeknd)
C Am Em G

17 7/ s/ \ s s s s

T RL T RL

1) JJJ J]

from “Bodyguard” (Beyoncé)
(Start RH low)

Em Bm A Em Bm A
A7 s 77\l s\l s s

T RL

ZJDJTJ

from “As It Was" (Harry Styles)
D Bm
| A AV VA AV aa

E A
S S S SN s s s
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T RL
ZJDJTJ

Moderately fast (120 bpm)

“DAISIES FOR MILEY”

Inversions
Dm2-ADF
C2 -GCE
E' -G#BE
F' -ACF
VERSES:
Am Dm2 G 02

M7z 777\ 7r7rr7r7\7r7r7srsr s

PRE-CHORUS:
Am Dm? E'
VAV AV AV AV AV AV AV DV AV AV YV S VAV AV AV el

CHORUS:
2

Am Dm G C
777 \7r7rr7r 777777777

(Play 3 times)

2

F' E' Am Dm’ G c2

VOPIAVI PV I IV I IV I I IV IIIE
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SUS CHORDS

There are two types of sus chords:

The “3" (middle note) is
‘suspended” up for sus 4,
and down for sus 2.

C F|G C|D G
Cmajor=C E G

Csus4 Csus2
or just ‘sus’ Csus4 =C F G

Csus2=C D G

Use these RH fingers:
1 4 5 L2 3
Csus4 =C F G Csus2=C D G

Play these sus 4 chords with your RH:

D sus 4 A sus 4 Csus4 E sus 4 Gsus 4

Play these sus 2 chords with your RH:

Csus?2 F sus 2 Bb sus 2 Dsus2 A sus 2
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