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"Shchedryk" (Carol of the Bells), by Mykola Leontovych.
Performed by the ensemble "Kalyna," Odesa, Ukraine.

(Ukrainian Bell Carol)

WHAT IS AN OSTINATO?

Carol of the Bells (or "Ukrainian Bell Carol") is based on a
Ukrainian New Year's song called Shchedryk, meaning
"The Little Swallow," which tells a story about a swallow
(bird) flying inside a house to sing about the good fortune
to come in the upcoming spring.

In 1916, Ukrainian teacher and composer Mykola Leontovych
arranged the song for a chorus singing a cappella
(without accompaniment, like in the movie "Pitch Perfect."
CLICK BELOW to listen to singers from Odesa, Ukraine.

Click the photo of
Mykola Leontovych to
learn more about the

story behind the music!

Carol of the Bells ("Ukrainian Bell Carol") is
a composition based around an ostinato—
a musical idea that repeats over and over: 

The repeated musical idea itself
is called a motif (mo-TEEF). It can
be a rhythm pattern, a phrase, or
even a handful of notes.

CLICK BELOW to hear ostinatos used
in pop and rock music excerpts:

"Bittersweet
Symphony"

by The Verve

"Baba O'Riley"
by The Who
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