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"Ode to Joy,” is a song from
Beethoven's Ninth
Symphony, which he wrote
for orchestra plus an entire
chorus of singers! That's a
LOT of people playing and
singing at the same time!

ODE  TO JOY (from Symphony No. 9) by Ludwig van Beethoven
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Beethoven is most
famous for his nine
symphonies, which
are long pieces of
music played by big
orchestras. 

chorus

conductor

orchestra

Mask of Beethoven
This cool mask of
Beethoven was made
from a cast put directly
on his face. It was made
while Beethoven was
still alive...see the hole
at his mouth? That held
a straw for him to
breathe while they
made the mask!

Most orchestras have
dozens of musicians
led by a conductor.
(See the photo above.)

Click for a video

 "Ode to Joy!"
visualization of

https://youtu.be/ljGMhDSSGFU?t=751
https://youtu.be/ljGMhDSSGFU?t=751
https://youtu.be/ljGMhDSSGFU?t=751
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Johann Sebastian Bach was a German
church musician who composed (wrote)
all kinds of pieces for church services,
keyboard instruments, orchestras, and
more. Bach had 20 children! Four of his
children grew up to become famous
composers themselves. 

For almost 200 years, the Bach family was
important to the music world, since the
family had over 50 musicians and several
composers. There were so many great
musicians in the Bach family that ALL
musicians in central Germany were called
"Bachs," even if they weren't related!

JESU, JOY OF MAN'S DESIRING by J. S. Bach
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Click Bach's picture for a video of
"Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring!"

Map of Western Europe with Germany highlighted.

Click the map of Germany to explore!
(View photos, zoom in/out on the regional map.)

Besides being one of the greatest
composers in the world, Bach was
also an amazing performer on organ
and violin. Click below to hear a
beautiful piece Bach wrote for two
violins. Listen carefully to hear the
melodies of the two violins weaving
around each other.

Click to hear
Bach's "Double

Violin Concerto"
(2nd Mvmt.) 

https://youtu.be/wal1D_DfI7U?t=17
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Germany/@48.0709513,7.6382799,5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x479a721ec2b1be6b:0x75e85d6b8e91e55b!8m2!3d51.165691!4d10.451526
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Germany/@48.0709513,7.6382799,5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x479a721ec2b1be6b:0x75e85d6b8e91e55b!8m2!3d51.165691!4d10.451526
https://carolmatzpiano.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Bach-Double-Violin-Concerto-2nd.mp3
https://carolmatzpiano.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Bach-Double-Violin-Concerto-2nd.mp3
https://carolmatzpiano.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Bach-Double-Violin-Concerto-2nd.mp3
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Student EXPLORATION PAGES

WARM-UP

LISTEN

DISCOVER

CREATE

The Student Exploration Pages are
designed for students to dig deeper into
their assigned piece, discover, and create! 

About  the 
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With younger students, I recommend that
teachers go through the activities with the
student during the lesson. 

The activities on these pages are designed
to familiarize the student with various
musical concepts, rhythmic figures,
and/or patterns highlighted in each piece.
To get the most out of the activities, I
recommend having the student do them
before learning the piece. 

Activities INCLUDE:



• Listen as your teacher plays the above measures. 
  Does this music sound happy or sad?  
  (Teacher: play as written.)

• Listen as your teacher plays again.   
  Does the music sound happy or sad this time?  
  (Teacher: play all E's as E-flats.) 

• Listen closely to hear the difference!
  (Teacher: switch between major and minor with happy/sad verbal cues.)

Which hand plays the first line of music? 
Write L (left) or R (right) at the beginning of the first line.
Do the same for the second line of music.

Student EXPLORATION Page
ODE TO JOY
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Below is the first line of "Ode to Joy." 
Continue underlining all of the repeated notes.

LISTEN

DISCOVER 1.

2.

What is an ode? A poem or music "in honor of" something.
What is joy?         How would YOU describe a day filled with joy?

E
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(from Symphony No. 9)
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Ode to Joy
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(Your name):
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Student EXPLORATIONS, cont.
ODE TO JOY

CREATE

After Learning the Piece
BONUS ACTIVITY

If you wrote your own "ode to joy" (a piece of music "in honor of joy"),
what would it sound like? Let's find out!

• Choose notes from the C-major 5-finger Pattern: C D E F G
   Write the letter names of each note you choose. 

•  Write your name below and play your new piece!
    (LH pinky on low C, RH thumb on middle C.)

write here

's Ode to Joy

Teacher: you may help the student choose notes and/or write
note names for the student.

write here
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